
Grit and Giftedness 
     In today’s world, we’ve grown to 
expect nearly immediate results in 
every aspect of our lives.  Most ado-
lescents in developed nations are 
growing up not ever knowing a 
world where they don’t have instant 
access to any video, song, image or 
fact ever posted. These technological 
advances are undeniably positive in 
the grand scheme of things, but they 
also have caused us to project this 
expectation of instant gratification 
onto areas of our lives where imme-
diacy is impossible.  
     That’s where grit comes into 
play.  Grit, which is defined as 
“perseverance and passion for long-
term goals,” is necessary to over-
come this tendency towards lack of 
patient discipline.  How do we teach 
our children to have the tenacity to 
accomplish tasks they’re not as eager 

or well-equipped to complete?  
      
Four ways to encourage grit in gifted 
students:   
 
 Praise children for their effort, 

not just the final outcome. 
 Focus more on independence 

than perfection. 
 Empathize and teach self-

encouragement. 
 Model positivity and resilience in 

your own life. 
 
To read more about grit and gifted-
ness, check out the whole article,  
“Grit and Giftedness:  Four Ways to 
Encourage Perseverance in Gifted 
Children” by Nicole Endacott, Pro-
gram Assistant at the Intstitute for 
Educational Advancement. 

Reading 
Fourth grade readers have wrapped 
up Unit 1 in Charleston Latin.  In 
addition to learning to introduce 
themselves in Latin, sing the song 
“Ardet Roma”, and explain some 
Latin mottoes, they have expanded 
their vocabularies through derivative 
study. 
 
Fifth grade readers have completed 
Unit 5 in Charleston Latin.  They 
have been successful in their efforts 
to describe Roman houses, temples, 
and aqueducts by adding adjectives 

into their dialogues.  They, too, have 
done a great job mastering deriva-
tives to build vocabulary. 
 
 
Math 
Math pullout classes since finishing 
up Hands-On Equations units have 
focused on three standards for math-
ematical practice:  
 
1) Make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 
2) Reason abstractly and quantita-

tively. 

3) Construct viable arguments and 
critique the reasoning of others. 

 
Students have tackled challenges 
such as “How Close to 100?”  to 
explore area models and “Paper 
Folding” to explore fractions and 
geometry concepts while playing the 
roles of skeptic and convincer in 
cooperative problem solving. 

A note from your specialist… 
Here is a snapshot of what we have been doing in the AIG pullout groups: 
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Director’s Discussion:     How 
Gritty Are You? (Duckworth, 2016) 

 

Rate yourself:  5 (Not at all like me) to  
                       1 (Very much like me) 
-New ideas and projects sometimes distract me from 
previous ones. 
-I often set a goal but later choose to pursue a differ-
ent one. 
-I have difficulty maintaining my focus on projects 
that take more than a few months to complete. 
-My interests change from year to year. 
-I have been obsessed with a certain project idea for 
a short time, but later lost interest. 
 

Now Rate yourself:  1 (Very much like me) 
   to 5 (Not at all like me) 
-Setbacks don’t discourage me.  
-I am a hard worker. 
-I finish what I begin. 
-I am diligent. I never give up. 
-I have overcome setbacks to conquer an important 
challenge. 
 

Add up all your points and divide by 10. 
*10th percentile: 2.5     *50th percentile: 3.8 
*90th percentile : 4.5    *99th percentile: 4.9 

 

Michael Elder, Director,  
College and Career Readiness 

Stay Connected—https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/1400                         www.facebook.com/onslowaig #OnslowAIG    

AIG Specialist-Dawn Pelletier 
dawn.pelletier@onslow.k12.nc.us 

910.478.3522 

Monthly Goal:  Student persists on tasks even when his/her initial  
         efforts are not successful. 
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